Intergovernmental Teleconference

Between Federal Officials and State and Local Associations

October 17, 2008 - 2:30-3:30 Minutes


EveryBlock.com’s Dan O’Neil joined the group to discuss Open Government Data policies and demonstrate Everyblock.com. Everyblock.com is a Web-based resource that provides a comprehensive report on what’s happening in every individual neighborhood of their target cities.  A self-described “geographic filter,” its mission is “to make it simple for you to keep track of news in particular areas.”


Rapidly growing Everyblock.com covers nine U.S. cities, including Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, Philadelphia, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington, DC.  It allows a user to input a zipcode and pull up crime reports, restaurant reviews, road construction, property sales and other newsworthy events in that zipcode area.   It combines information from government databases, local news sources, and individuals, who use blogs, Flikr and other web tools, to make sense of the publicly available government data that become meaningful only when seen in context


The site gives the public easy ways of finding news and information that is geographically relevant to them. The "public information" portion of the site focuses on block-level data that show what's happening in neighborhoods. This includes building permits, food inspection records, liquor license applications, public works projects, street closings, and other address-specific data types. EveryBlock.com filters an assortment of local news by location so people can keep track of what’s happening on their block, neighborhood and city.   There are three main types of news:

· Civic information — building permits, crimes, restaurant inspections and more. In many cases, this information is already on the Web but is buried in hard-to-find government databases. In other cases, this information has never been posted online, and they’ve forged relationships with governments to make it available.

· News articles and blog entries — major newspapers, community weeklies, TV and radio news stations, local specialty publications and local blogs. Everyblock staff classifies the articles by geography so people can easily find the mainstream media coverage near particular locations.

· Fun from across the Web — local photos posted to the Flickr photo-sharing site, user reviews of local businesses on Yelp, lost and found postings from Craigslist and more. Everyblock staff figure out the relevant places and point you to location-specific items you might not have known about.


For additional information contact danx@everyblock.com.

